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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
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AGENDA 
Historic Landmarks Commission Meeting 
Thursday, September 12, 2019 
9:00 a.m. 


Call to Order: Chairman 


. Roll Call 


Approval of the Minutes 


. New Business 


1. Request for Certificate of Appropriateness HLC2019-00032, submitted by Amanda 
M. Short, applicant and property owner, for a new exterior opening at 152 S. Main 
Street. The property is further identified as Zoning Map 34G18, Block A, Parcel 287A, 
Suffolk Voting Borough, zoned CBD, Central Business District, and HC, Historic 
Conservation Overlay District. 


Old Business 

Staff Reports 

1. Enforcement Updates 
a. Property Maintenance 
b. Zoning 


2. Administrative Approvals 


Adjournment 


MINUTES 
HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
August 8, 2019 
9:00 A.M. 


The regular meeting of the Historic Landmarks Commission was held on Thursday, August 8, 2019, at 
9:00 a.m., in the Council Chambers of Suffolk City Hall, 442 W. Washington Street, Suffolk, Virginia, 
with the following persons present: 


MEMBERS PRESENT: STAFF: 

George Bailey Claire Jones, Secretary 

William Bissell Karla Carter, Assistant City Attorney 
Susan Coley Kevin Wyne, Principal Planner 
Mary Austin Darden Grace Braziel, Planner I 

Oliver Hobbs Connie Blair, Planning Technician 
Edward King 


MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Merritt Draper 
Larry Riddick 
Vivian Turner 


The meeting was called to order by Chairman Hobbs. The roll was called by Ms. Jones and the Chairman 
was informed that a quorum was present. 


Chairman Hobbs recognized Karla Carter who introduced Sean Dolan, Assistant City Attorney, who will 
be serving as legal counsel for the HLC meetings. Mr. Dolan introduced himself and was welcomed by 
the HLC. 


APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as presented. 
NEW BUSINESS: 


REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS HLC2019-00029, submitted by Gina 
Gillis, applicant and property owner, for fencing at property located at 114 S. Broad Street. The property 
is further identified as Zoning Map 34G16(6), Block A, Parcels 9A*10, Suffolk Voting Borough, zoned 
RM, Residential Medium zoning district, and HC, Historic Conservation Overlay District. 


The public hearing item was introduced by Chairman Hobbs, followed by a staff report from Grace 
Braziel, Planner I. Ms. Braziel stated that the subject property is a part of the West End Historic District 
(2002) of the Suffolk Historic Conservation Overlay District. The architectural styles in the area include 


Vernacular, Italianate, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, Classical Revival, Tudor Revival, 
Bungalow/Craftsman, and American foursquare. The subject property is located on the east side of the 
street, which contains many of these styles and is largely intact historically. The property was constructed 
circa 1900 in the Colonial Revival style and features a wood weatherboard structural system with a hipped 
asphalt shingle roof and a wraparound porch with Ionic columns. Ms. Braziel noted that the property has 
an existing 6-foot wooden fence located in the rear yard along the northern and eastern property line. 


The applicant proposes to construct a 6-foot privacy fence that will replace the existing fence along the 
eastern property line and extend across the southern property line to enclose the rear yard. The applicant 
is also proposing a 5-foot wrought iron drive through gate that would connect to a previously approved 3 
foot tall wrought iron front yard fence. Mrs. Braziel added that the applicant is proposing to stain the new 
rear yard fence with an opaque color from the approved color palette. 


Chapter 5 of the Historic District Design Guidelines outlines the criteria for determining the 
appropriateness of decorative fences and tall screen fencing that is usually used for side and rear yards. 
Ms. Braziel noted that privacy fencing may be appropriate in the rear yard where visual impact is 
minimized. The proposed location of the 6-foot fence would be partially visible from South Broad Street; 
however, the property has narrow side yards that visually limit what can be seen of the rear yard, thus 
minimizing the visual impact to the Historic District. The proposed 5-foot wrought iron gate will be more 
visible but is consistent with past approvals and is proposed to match the 3-foot fence that was approved. 
As such, staff recommends approval with the conditions noted in the staff report. 


The public hearing was opened and Mr. Daniel Gillis, property owner, spoke in favor of the application. 
There being no other speakers, the public hearing was closed. 


The Commission briefly discussed the location of the iron fencing and the general appropriateness of 
fencing at the property. Following this discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Darden to 
approve staff's recommendations as presented. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bailey and 
approved by a recorded vote of 6-0. 


REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS HLC2019-00031, submitted by Donald 
Bennett, Property Maintenance Official, City of Suffolk, for demolition of a rear addition at 321 E. 
Washington Street, Zoning Map 34G24(A)*32. The affected area is further identified as being located in 
the Suffolk Voting Borough, zoned FRRD, Fairgrounds Revitalization and Redevelopment District, and 
HC, Historic Conservation Overlay District. 


The public hearing item was introduced by Chairman Hobbs, followed by a staff report from Kevin Wyne, 
Principal Planner. Mr. Wyne stated that the application is a request to demolish a contributing one story 
building addition at 321 E. Washington Street. The subject property is part of the East Washington Street 
Expansion of the Suffolk Historic District and is located in an area of early 20" century commercial 
buildings just east of the Norfolk Southern Railroad tracks, which includes the Phoenix Bank and East 


Point Lofts. The subject property is a contributing Italianate structure built between 1895 and 1910. The 
building appears to be in poor condition with sheet metal covering the west side and boarded up windows. 
At the rear of the structure is a one story brick and cinder block addition of unknown date. It has brick 
side walls matching the main structure, a cinder block rear wall, and a metal shed roof, but no other 
architectural details. 


Mr. Wyne explained that this request is to approve removal of the addition, which is partially collapsed 
after being hit by a falling tree. He noted that the Property Maintenance Official has secured the collapsed 
portion and determined it to be a potential hazard to the public. To address the hazard, the City proposes 
to demolish only the rear addition. The principal structure will then be secured with wood studs and 
sheathing to prevent entry. Staff recommends that the wood be painted to match the building. 


Mr. Wyne noted that the demolition of structures in the Historic District requires careful consideration of 
a list of factors including historic and architectural significance, the condition of the structure, and other 
options besides demolition. This addition is simple in design and contains little architectural detail. It has 
no known historic significance and is dependent on the principal structure; therefore, relocation is 
impractical. Due to the extent of the damage and the relative insignificance of the structure, demolition is 
the preferred. After reviewing the criteria for demolishing buildings and because the demolition of the 
addition would have little to no impact on the character of the District, staff recommends approval with 
the conditions noted in the staff report. 


The public hearing was opened and Mr. Donald Bennett, Property Maintenance Official, spoke in favor 
of the application. He stated the building addition is hazardous and needs to be removed. There being no 
other speakers, the public hearing was closed. 


The Commission discussed retention of the footprint and the nature of the connection to the main 
building. Following this discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Darden to approve staff's 
recommendations as presented. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bailey and approved by a 
recorded vote of 6-0. 


OLD BUSINESS: 
There was no old business to discuss. 


STAFF REPORTS: 


Enforcement Update: 
Donald Bennett, Property Maintenance Official, reported on the following properties: 


e 118 Wellons Street — Court case scheduled to be heard on 10-3-19 
e 122 W. Washington Street — Court case dismissed on 7-11-19 
e 1138S. Saratoga Street — Court case dismissed on 7-11-19 


179 E. Washington Street — Court case heard on 8-1-19; no disposition on results of case 


131 Clay Street - NOV issued; new property owner in process of submitting application for COA 
321 E. Washington Street — Case heard at today’s HLC meeting 
342 N. Main Street — Court case scheduled to be heard 10-3-19 


Zoning Update: 
Matthew Levy, Zoning Inspector I, reported on the following properties: 


e 178 E. Washington Street — Court case heard last week; continued until November 
e 131 Clay Street - NOV issued 7-18-19 


Administrative Approvals: 


Ms. Jones provided a brief report on the four administrative COAs approved since the last HLC meeting 
in July. 


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 


HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 


August 8, 2019 


Motion: To approve with 
staff's recommendations 
as presented 


1‘: Darden 


2": Bailey 


Motion: To approve with 
staff's recommendations 
as presented 


1%: Darden 


2: Bailey 


HLC2019-00029 


HLC2019-00031 


ATTENDANCE 60 60 
CONN ea eaee PRESENT ABSENT YES NO YES NO 

Bailey, George X X X 
Bissell, William N. xX 4 4 
Coley, Susan x xX 4 
Paes: Austin, Vice X Xx Xx 
Draper, Merritt xX 

Hobbs, Oliver, Chairman xX xX xX 
King, Edward L. x x 4 
Riddick, Larry x 

Turner, Vivian xX 


CITY OF SUFFOLK 


442 W. WASHINGTON STREET, P.O. BOX 1858, SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA 23439-1858 
PHONE: (757) 514-4060 FAX: (757) 514-4099 


DEPARTMENT OF 
PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 


Division of Planning 


To: Historic Landmarks Commission 

From: Grace Braziel, Planner I 

Date: September 12, 2019 

Subject: REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS HLC2019- 


00032, submitted by Amanda M. Short, applicant and property owner, for the 
creation of a new exterior opening at property located at 152 S. Main Street. The 
property is further identified as Zoning Map 34G18, Block A, Parcels 287A, 
zoned CBD, Central Business District and HC, Historic Conservation Overlay 
District. 


STAFF REPORT 


Overview of the Subject Property and Surrounding Area 


The subject property is located at 152 S. Main Street within the East Washington Street District 
(2002) of the Suffolk Historic Conservation Overlay District. According to the National Register 
of Historic Places-Inventory Nomination Form, the 2002 boundary expansion to the Suffolk 
Historic District is a continuous area encompassing a large number of commercial buildings 
dating from the early 20" Century, small enclaves of residential buildings, several warehouses, 
banks, service stations, two depots, and one courthouse. Commercial, industrial, and 
transportation-related buildings surround the residential neighborhoods. The most common 
building form noted in this area is brick-fronted Italianate or Vernacular style commercial 
structures. 


According to the National Register of Historic Places-Inventory Nomination Form, the subject 
property features a contributing commercial structure built between 1914 and 1920. The 
commercial structure is noted as an example of a brick-front commercial building with a flat roof 
featuring a stepped parapet. The building consists of a solid brick foundation and has a 7-Course 
American Bond Brick structural system. 
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Case History 


The subject property received a Certificate of Appropriateness in 2018 for exterior improvements 
relating to the painting of the building, the replacement of the non-contributing wooden 
storefront materials, the replacement of the storefront windows with safety glass, the replacement 
of a rear entry door, and the installation of a new shed. 


Public Notice 


Public notice of this meeting was published in the newspaper and notices were mailed to 
adjacent property owners. 


Proposed Action 


The applicant’s request consists of the following actions: 
1. Install a thirty-six (36) inch by eighty (80) inch fire door 79 feet from the front entrance 
on the southern elevation of the building. 
2. Paint the new fire door utilizing the color Roycroft Mist Gray (SW2844) to match the 
building color. 
Condition Statement 
A condition statement was not submitted for this request. 
Surrounding Characteristics 


A detailed description of adjacent and nearby properties is provided below. 


136 S. Main Street - Contributing 3-story commercial building, circa 1900-1915. 


162 S. Main Street- Contributing 2-story commercial building, circa 1932. 


166 S. Main Street- Contributing 1-story service station, circa 1926-1940. 


169 S. Main Street- Contributing 2-story commercial building, circa 1910-1925. 


Applicable Regulations and Analysis 


A. Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) 


1. Section 31-413(g)(7), Approval of Major Action by the HLC 
(v) Any alteration to exterior materials or color of materials. 


C. Suffolk Historic District Design Guidelines 


1. Chapter 4, Section D.2. Guidelines for Doors, Maintain Historic Door Arrangements: 
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Avoid changing the number, location, or size of doors by enlarging or reducing the 
original door openings or installing replacement doors that do not fit the original 
openings. 


Staff Analysis 


The structure in question is a one story commercial style building that is 4,994 square feet in 
size. The building is approximately 145 feet in length with one door at the front of the building 
and one located at the rear. The size of the building can accommodate a higher occupancy but 
currently has only one door that meets the 2015 Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code for 
an egress door. This limits the building to 49 occupants. To increase the occupancy load in the 
building, two means of egress must be provided in accordance with the Building Code, which 
requires one exit door for every 75 feet of travel distance. The applicant is requesting to create a 
new doorway and install a new fire door along the southern elevation of the building, 79 feet 
from the front of the building, to provide a second means of egress to reduce the travel distance 
and to increase the occupancy load. 


As stated above, changing the number, location, or size of doors by enlarging or reducing the 
original door openings or installing replacement doors that do not fit the original openings should 
be avoided. In addition, the design of new doors should normally be compatible with existing 
doors or others in the District. In this case, the proposed location of the fire door is partially 
visible from S. Main Street, but will be set back 79 feet from the street. Fire doors like the one 
proposed are used elsewhere in the District but are typically found on rear elevations. Because of 
internal separation, this wall is the only option to provide additional access in a low visibility 
location. To install this door, only the necessary masonry will be removed. The new door would 
then be painted to match the wall to minimize its visual impact. Painting the fire door to match 
the wall and setting it back from the street will serve to visually conceal it from the public way 
and minimize the visual impact to the Historic District. Overall, the proposed location of the new 
door opening and fire door would have little to no impact on the structure or the Historic District 
and would meet the requirements for the District as proposed. 


Summary and Recommendations 


After evaluation, staff believes that the criteria of the Historic District Design Guidelines can be 
met based on the above findings-of-fact and the conditions outlined below. Therefore, staff 
recommends approval of the following actions and conditions in regard to HLC2019-00032: 


1. Install a thirty-six (36) inch by eighty (80) inch fire door 79 feet from the front entrance 
on the southern elevation of the building. The brick surrounding the door shall be 


patched, and mortared to match the remainder of the wall. 


2. Paint the new fire door utilizing the color Roycroft Mist Gray (SW2844), or equivalent 
from the approved Williamsburg Color Collection, to match the building color. 


3. Any additional improvements shall require a separate Certificate of Appropriateness. 


Suffolk 
Historic 
Conservation 
Overlay District & 


Be National Register 
ai | 
Sane’ 


Historic Districts 
Legend 


@ HLC2019-00032 Address Point selection 


Type of Overlay 
Historic Overlay District 
DISTRICT 
[|] cepar HILL DISTRICT (2008) 
EAST WASHINGTON STREET DISTRICT (2002) 
Historic Overlay 
NORTH MAIN STREET DISTRICT EXTENSION (1998) 
ORIGINAL SUFFOLK DISTRICT (1987) 
SUFFOLK DISTRICT EXPANSION (2004) 


Ww 


7——_ Zz SS 

ZZ ———F, Ci _—oa HT] _H] 

j re) rAit | te j = 
——-— i \ — = " 
LISI 0 FP mee HiT = tH Soy ; 4 i [3 ) WEST END DISTRICT (2004) 
‘ is) f J oe 
} = i eee : F eae [7] West END DISTRICT EXPANSION (2004) 
———— — 4 isclaimer. ‘THE CITY OF SUFFOLK MAKES NO WARRANTY, REPRESENTATION, 
lt noe, “I E : Y Ce CUALANTE OF ANY KRG ALGARORIG COHEN ANY Mikes OF OTTER FORMATION 
‘eane 4 : 5 = “i PROVIDED HEREN OR THE SOURGES OF SUCH MAPS OR OTHER INFORMATION, THE 
Fat ee [=| q . < . : zi : Civ de SUFFOLK SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIMS AL REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES, 

Baw a4 ; J " Ses Ue SEL Ear MOL oar aT MERGE THEE Cn APE 
TK ex Sal LT} | q F ke ~ a / OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTIC POSE. 
Oy HF} H D aa = The Cy of Sula assumes no abi any en ne, 

1 are ay den ma. 


j= \) 
mana |) 


‘Aerial Photography captured March 1999. A limited area of the City 
in March of 2001. The most up-to-date photography available was u: 
planimetric inf formation. 


flown 
ised to capture 


fj 


i] 
— 
£%, 
t4 
a 


Hittis 


5 
= 


1 inch = 1,042 feet 


City of Suffolk Department of 
Planning & Community Development 
Updated : 8/6/2019 


User Name: bsmith 
Date: 8/6/2019 


ZONING / LAND USE MAP 
HLC2019-0003 


/F% 


User Name: bsmith 
Date: 8/6/2019 


THis IS TO CERTIFY THAT ON NOVEMBER 14. 2017, 1 SURVEYED RTY 

THE. THs LINES AND PHYSICAL IMPROVEMENTS ARE. SHOUN THE InPReor Geneon re 

TITLE LINES AND THERE ARE NO ENCROACHMENTS OR VISE EASEMENTS EXCEPT AS SHOSM TIES Stroy 

PERFORMED WITHOUT THE BENEFIT OF A TITLE REPORT AND CONSEQUENTLY MAY NOT DEPICT ALL MATTERS 

AFFECTING THE TITLE OF THE PROPERTY SHOWN HEREON. ENVIRONGEG Te Come ION Teer ARE MOT A PART OF 
FOR RCHASER OF THIS ir 1S NOT 


TRANSFERABLE TO ADDITIONAL INSTITUTIONS OR SUBSEQUENT OWNERS WITHOUT THE 
SURVEYOR 


NOW oF BS aS 
UFFOLK 


et city O 
‘ eo P.c. 3, SL 376A 378B 
oar. T.M. 34G18(A)*261°E : ey 
re oi A 
es So 
ee OMICHAEL W. MURPHYA7 4 
i Lic. No. 002517C 4 


S 21°98'44°W_S_23°30'36"W 
32.00' 


Mf z2zfot7 3g 
”~* Sto 4S F 
suRve 7 


T.M. 34G18(A)*287A ; 
T.M. 34G24(A)*15A © 


NOW OR FORMERLY 
CITY OF SUFFOLK 
INST#100028780 


NOW OR FORMERLY 
KEVIN L. BEALE & 

ELIZABETH T. BEALE 
INST#020014757 
T.M. 34G24(A)*15 


“W  246.20° 


BRICK & STUCCO 
N 66°50'0¢ 


43.2' 


DETAIL “B” 


DETAIL “A™ 


N 23°30'36"E 


S MAIN STREET 


PROPERTY ADDRESS 152 S MAIN STREET 
AREA = 15,996 SQ.FT. OR 0.367 ACRES 


THIS TRACT {S LOCATED _IN PHYSICe: SURVEY 
FLOOD HAZARD ZONE “X" 

REFERENCE 1S MADE TO T.M. s4cia(a *2B7A & 
COMMUNITY ‘No. 510156 T.M. pen Kae 
PANEL No. 0227 E SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA 
DATED: AUGUST 3, 2015 FOR 

LEGAL REFERENCE 

P.B 6, PG. ALLONGE, LLC 


DB. 168, PC. 246 SCALE: 1” = 40° 
ERNEST C. HAWKINS, JR. AND ASSOCIATES 
SURVEYORS AND PLANNERS 
1108 WILROY ROAD 
SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA 23434 
PHONE 393-6262 OR 934-0758 
My EMAIL: Hawkinsandassoc@hotmail.com 


JOB No. 17-0176 


F.B. 261, PG. 140-141 


JUL 2.2 2018 
PLANNIN 3 Scanned with CamScanner 


Street view of the front facade of the 
commercial building from S. Main Street. 


Street view of the northern elevation of the 
commercial building from S. Main Street. 


Street view of the southern elevation of the 
commercial building from S. Main Street 
where the new proposed door opening and 
door will be. 
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152 S. Main St., Suffolk, VA 23434 


PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE ENFORCEMENT UPDATE 
SEPTEMBER 2019 


PROPERTY MAINTENANCE COURT CASE SCHEDULE TO BE 
- PEELING AND FLAKING PAINT | HEARD ON 10- 3-19. 
- DETERIORATED ROOF 

- DETERIORATED OVERHANG 

- DETERIORATED PORCH 

- DETERIORTAED GUARDRAILS 
- DETERIORATED TRIM BOARDS 


ADDRESS 


118 WELLONS ST 
222 CLAY ST 


179 E. WASHINGTON ST 


PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
- DETERIORATED EXTERIOR 
WALLS 

- DETERIORATED DRIVEWAY 
-DETERIORATED PAINT 
-DETERIORATED EXTERIOR 
WALLS 


COURT CASE SCHEDULE TO BE 
HEARD ON 9-5-19. 


PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
-DETERIORATED EXTERIOR 
WALLS. 

-DETERIORATED WINDOWS 
AND DOOR. 


COURT CASE SCHEDULE TO BE 
HEARD ON 9-5-19. 


131 CLAY ST PROPERTY MAINTENANCE THE NEW PROPERTY OWNER IS 
- DETERIORATED EXTERIOR IN THE PROCESS OF 
WALLS SUBMITTING AN APLLICATION 
- DETERIORATED EXTERIOR FOR ACOA. 
DOORS 
-DETERIORATED FRONT PORCH 
-DETERIORATED ROOF 


321 E. WASHINGTON ST 


PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
-DETERIORATED EXTERIOR 
WALL 

-DETERIORATED REAR SHED 
WALL 


REMOVAL OF COLLAPSED SHED 
SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER 
2019. 


Zoning 


Case Activity Report 
September 2019 

PROPERTY OWNER(S) LOCATION VIOLATION(S) JUDGEMENT | INSPECTOR 

Court 
Jeffrey Townsend 178 E. Washington St | Covered patio without COA pending, Matt 
Nov. 1, 2019 
; Doing work without an NOV sent 
Andres Evelio 131 Clay St approved COA 7/18/2019 Matt 


HISTORIC CONSERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICT 
GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 


Application Number: HLC2019-00034 


THIS CERTIFICATE MUST BE POSTED IN A VISIBLE LOCATION 
ON THE PREMISES 


This is to certify that the roof at the following location has met the requirements of 
Section 31-413(f)(1) of the Unified Development Ordinance: 


Property Address: 200 E. Washington St. 
Property Owner: JFLP Property Management 
Property Owner’s Address: 920 Professional Place, Chesapeake 
Property Zoning Map Identification: 34G18(A)*217*218*219 
| Property Zoning: CBD, Central Business District, and HC, Historic Conservation 
Overlay District 


The following actions/conditions are approved: 


1. Replace the existing white TPO membrane roof, which is not visible to the right 
of way, with a white TPO membrane roof. 


2. Replace sections of rotten wood decking on the main roof with like material, as 
requested. 


THIS CERTIFICATE IS VALID FOR SIX (6) MONTHS FROM THE DATE LISTED ABOVE. THE 
| APPROVED ACTION(S) MUST COMMENCE WITHIN THE PRESCRIBED PERIOD UNLESS A 
REQUEST FOR AN EXTENSION IS APPROVED. REQUESTS FOR EXTENSIONS MUST BE 

MADE IN WRITING TO THE ADMINISTRATOR PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF WORK. 


Signed: 10.(Qolemoasrv Signed: (_¢ decd 


(Zoning Administrator) (HLC Secretary) 


Date: 8-Z0-1d Date: Y/ Bo/ /9 


